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INTRODUCTION 

 

This handbook will provide you with information about the Choir, its structure, and our current 
policies.  Please read it carefully and return the handbook acknowledgement form found at the 
back of this booklet.  In the handbook you will find guidelines about rehearsals, performances, 
scheduling, and choir activities.  If you have questions, please contact the Choir Office at 858-
587-1087. 
 
The San Diego Children’s Choir (SDCC) was founded by Polly Campbell in 1990, and operates 
as a nonprofit public benefit corporation.  A Board of Directors governs the SDCC and oversees 
the management of the choir.  Our mission is to provide the children and youth of San Diego 
with the opportunity for artistic and personal growth through choral music performance. The 
Choir is composed of children from ages six to eighteen, in four different levels:  Preparatory, 
Intermediate, Concert, and Youth Choirs.  Choristers come from all over the San Diego region 
and rehearse at a variety of different sites.  Acceptance into the choir is by audition only.  
 
The SDCC prepares and performs a wide cross-section of repertoire.  Music is drawn from all 
periods of history, representing many styles -- from medieval to modern, classical to folk and 
gospel-- in order to enhance the musical growth of the choristers.  By nurturing the musical 
sensitivity of each chorister and developing the self-discipline needed in the practice of this 
performing art, the choir provides an intense training ground for professional musicians.   
 
The Choir has a very active performance schedule, which includes professional appearances with 
the San Diego Symphony, the San Diego Chamber Orchestra and the Civic Organist at the Organ 
Pavilion in Balboa Park.  SDCC encourages the active participation of its choristers and choirs in 
a wide variety of civic and charitable events. 
 
Advanced choristers also have many opportunities for regional, national, and international 
touring.   Recent excursions have included tours to Italy, France, Germany, England, Australia, 
and a choral cruise to Alaska.  Our choirs also participate in international festivals such as the 
Ludlow Music Festival (England), Pacific Rim Festival (Hawaii), and the Golden Gate 
International Children's Choral Festival.  
 
GOALS 

 

The organizational goals of the San Diego Children's Choir are to enable its members to: 
 

• Express themselves through a high standard of choral performance and artistic 
communication. 

• Develop individual vocal, musical, aural and analytical skills, and benefit from age-
appropriate training of the maturing voice as part of a comprehensive choral music 
education. 

• Develop an appreciation for classical and traditional music from the world's cultures. 
• Develop understanding and respect for others from different racial, religious, and ethnic 
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backgrounds. 
• Develop responsibility, self-confidence, and a love for singing. 
• Understand the importance of their individual contribution to the success of the group. 
• Participate in a program that is an exemplary model for a community-based arts 

organization. 
 
CHOIR LEVELS 

 
Preparatory Choir 
For beginners – This group is available to 1st and 2nd graders and focuses on in-tune singing skills 
and building basic rhythmic skills.  Except for SDCC Holiday and Spring Concerts, this choir 
will perform independently from the older choirs, including a private parent presentation and 
appearances at area senior citizen’s residences.  Learning to focus their listening skills and 
learning to function as an choir, as opposed to a group of individuals, are part of this training 
experience. 
 
Intermediate Choir 
 Prospective choristers must be able to match pitch, be competent readers, and be sufficiently 
socially developed to be able to function comfortably in group activities.  The Intermediate level 
choristers will be in grades 3, 4 and 5.  This choir will concentrate on basic posture, breathing 
and vocal technique, developing a greater degree of musical independence through part-singing and 
the development of aural skills.  Learning to read music accurately is an additional priority for this 
choir.  Choristers will learn to read musical scores written for two and three vocal parts.  The 
Intermediate Choirs participate primarily in local performances, but may also make day-trips for 
musical exchanges in surrounding communities. 
 
Concert Choir 
The of choristers will be in the 6th to 9th grades in school.  Choristers at this level are expected to 
be able to confidently sing in parts, and have a solid vocal technique displayed through the 
production of a safe and healthy vocal tone.  Choristers will be expected to comfortably read 
musical scores in 3 or 4 vocal parts and adapt to performing compositions in a variety of 
languages and styles.  Advanced aural skills, choral score analysis, a secure sense of musical 
independence and adaptability as a performer will be emphasized during the year.  Concert Choir 
is made up of the Town Choir and Tour Choir.  Both Choirs perform locally throughout the year. 
Town Choir members are in the 6th and 7th grade and may participate in an over night trip in 
Southern California.  The 8th and 9th grade choristers may participate in an 8 -13 day summer 
national or international tour. 
 
 
Youth Choir 
Girls move up to the Youth Choir in 10th grade.  Boys generally enter this choir when their 
voices change.  Choristers at this level are expected to exhibit advanced musical independence 
and be able to sing choral compositions in 4 or more parts with confidence.  Emphasis will be 
placed on advanced choral score reading skills, as well as analytical skills in the form of 
identifying melodic, tonal and harmonic relationships and significant structural elements.  Each 
chorister’s role in individual preparation for the rehearsal and performance will become more 
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important, as the choir looks to developing leadership skills in these senior high choristers. 
Youth Choir members participate in performances in town and may also participate in the 
summer tours. 
 
PROMOTION 

 

Promotions, although heavily dependent upon age and grade, are ultimately dependent upon 
Choir commitment, musicianship, vocal development and social maturity. The decision to 
promote is made by the Music Director. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

 

Enrollment in the San Diego Children's Choir is considered to be year long; i.e., for the length of 
the school year (September through May). All Choristers are expected to be active members for 
the entire year, and to participate in all scheduled rehearsals and performances.   
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 

Under special circumstances, choristers may arrange an up to one year leave of absence with the 
Music Director.  
Please note that tuition will not be refunded in the case of leave of absence.  If taking a leave of 
absence, the chorister may not be able to go on tour (Intermediate, Concert and Youth Choirs) 
and may be asked to make an appointment for a voice placement evaluation. 
 
RESIGNATION 

 

Withdrawn status is for those choristers who will not be returning to the choir.  Please note that 
once withdrawn the chorister loses their ranking (count of years in attendance) in the choir and may 
not be able to go on tour (Concert and Youth Choirs).   
 
SDCC makes a yearlong commitment to its choristers in terms of programming, staffing and 
other services.  In return, SDCC expects each chorister to make a yearlong commitment to the 
Choir.  If some highly unusual circumstance impeding a chorister’s fulfillment of that 
commitment should occur during the year, the chorister and parent(s)/guardian(s) must arrange 
for a personal conference with the Music Director prior to submitting a letter of resignation.  
Parents should note that they are still responsible for the entire tuition fee for the year, even if the 
chorister resigns. 
 

AUDITIONS 

 

Annual auditions are generally held in June and January. Check our web site at 
www.sdcchoir.org for audition announcements.  Auditions are brief and no preparation is 
necessary. 
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REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 
 
 

SAN DIEGO CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

REHERSAL SCHEDULE 

2007 / 2008 

Monday  Church Hall Music Room 

North County (Del Mar):    

St. Peters Episcopal Church    

334 Fourteenth St Intermediate Ensemble 5:00 - 6:15 pm  

Del Mar 92014 Preparatory Ensemble  5:15 - 6:00 pm 

    

  Choir Hall  

Central County (Mira Mesa) Concert Ensemble 6:45 - 8:15 pm  

6635 Flanders Dr. Ste H    

San Diego 92121    

    

Tuesday  Choir Hall  

Central County (Mira Mesa): Intermediate Ensemble 5:15 - 6:30 pm  

6635 Flanders Dr. Ste H Youth Ensemble 7:00 - 8:30 pm  

San Diego 92121    

    

Wednesday  Church Hall Cottage 

Downtown (Hillcrest): Preparatory Ensemble  5:00 – 5:45pm 

All Saints Episcopal Church Intermediate Ensemble 5:15 – 6:30 pm  

625 Pennsylvania Ave Concert Ensemble  6:00 - 7:00 pm 

San Diego 92103    

    

Thursday  Music Room Library 

Southeast (Lomita Village Preparatory Ensemble  3:45 - 4:30 pm 

Audubon Academy Intermediate Ensemble 3:00 – 4:15 pm  

8111 San Vicente St. Concert Ensemble  4:30 - 6:00 pm 

San Diego 92114    

    
  Choir Hall  

Central County (Mira Mesa) Prep Ensemble           5:30 – 6:15 pm  
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COMMITMENT TO SCHOOL MUSIC PROGRAMS 

 

One of the goals of the SDCC is to foster and encourage the development of leadership skills in 
its choristers.  To that end, members of the San Diego Children's Choir are strongly encouraged 
to become leaders in their respective school music and fine, creative or performing arts programs, 
wherever possible. 
 

OFFICE 

 

Office hours are Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm and Friday 9am-2pm.   
 
Executive Director…………….Donna Icenhower…….…..donnaicenhower@sdcchoir.org 
Administrative Assistant……...   
Finances……………..………... Jackie Smith……………. jackie@sdcchoir.org     
 
They can be reached at 858/587-1087. 
 
The office is closed during all rehearsals unless office staff is present.  Please use the mail slot in 
front door to drop off payments and forms when office is closed. 
 
No food or drink is allowed in the office or Choir Hall, except water. 
 
There is a food court a block up the street from the office (east). 
 
TUITION POLICIES 

 
There is a yearly registration fee of $25, which is due at the time of registration.  Please note that 
this is an annual fee, as opposed to a fee applicable only at the time of an initial audition.   
 
The yearly tuition fees are as follows: 
Preparatory $350.00 45 minute class 
Intermediate $450.00 1-hour-15-minute class 
Concert $550.00 1½-hour class 
Youth  $550.00 1½-hour class 
 
This fee can be paid yearly or by semester.  We have two semesters: Fall and Spring.  Tuition 
payments must be made prior to each semester.  Tuition is due July 20th for Fall semester and 
November 15th for Spring semester. Semester tuition would be half of total cost for each 
semester.  Tuition may be paid by cash or check.  Tuition and registration fees are nonrefundable.  
 
If payment is made in full by July 24th you will receive a $25.00 discount off the tuition cost.  
 
The Choir is committed to supporting all qualified singers.  Therefore, need-based scholarships 
are made available.  Please contact the Choir Office for further information. 
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Please note that the tuition fee pays slightly less than one-third of the cost of training each 
individual chorister. Additional funds are raised through concert fees and donations from parents 
and community supporters.  The Choir also receives funding from San Diego businesses and 
corporations, foundations, the City of San Diego’s Commission for Arts and Culture, the County 
of San Diego, and the California Arts Council. 
 
Non-payment of fees may compromise a member’s place in the SDCC and have an impact on 
any performances or tours in which the chorister may be planning to participate.  All fees and 
tour accounts must be current, since the Choir has to make a variety of financial and contractual 
commitments at the beginning of the choir year. 
 
Chorister families must have either made arrangements for payment of tuition fees or completed 
and submitted scholarship application forms prior to September 27th.  Choristers whose financial 
arrangements have not been completed by this date will be withdrawn from the Choir program. 
 
When submitting payment to the SDCC, please make certain that the following information is 
attached to the check: 
 

• The reason for the payment (in memo section of check). 
• The chorister’s name, including the last/family name, if different from that of the 

remitter; 
• The name of the specific choir (branch and level) of which the chorister is a member. 

 
This information assists the Office in making certain that the payment is correctly credited and 
recorded. 
 
REHEARSAL ATTENDANCE  

 

Membership in the San Diego Children's Choir is a commitment of faithful, consistent, and 
punctual attendance.  It is expected that each rehearsal take a very high priority in each 
Chorister's life. 
 
Choristers are expected to attend all rehearsals.  This includes special Saturday Rehearsals and 
Final Rehearsals prior to a scheduled performance.  Attendance will be taken at each rehearsal. 
No more than three rehearsal absences of any type, excused or unexcused, pre-arranged or 
emergency, are permitted in a given semester.  Three or more rehearsal absences will trigger a 
conference between the chorister, his/her parents, and the Music Director.   
 
Lack of rehearsal preparation puts the choir at risk of compromising the hard work of all the 
other singers.  Poor or late attendance may, at the music director’s discretion, result in: 

• Not being able to perform. 
• Dismissal from the Choir 
• Provisional membership 

Exceptions may be made only in extreme circumstances.  Once good attendance habits have been 
re-established, the singer may earn the privilege of participating in subsequent performances. 
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Absences 
 
Excused absences from rehearsals include: illness, scheduling conflicts with significant family, 
school, community service or religious responsibilities.  To be excused from a rehearsal, the 
chorister’s parent or guardian should notify the office by e-mail (attendance@sdcchoir.org) or call 
the Choir’s Attendance Hotline: (858) 587-6654.  When calling, please state the name of the 
chorister and the choir in which the chorister sings, the date of the call, the reason for the absence 
and a telephone number.  For performances, see Mandatory Rehearsals. 
 
Emergency or Urgent (‘Non-pre-arranged’) Absences 
 
For emergency or urgent absences occurring on the day of a rehearsal or the day of a performance, 
please call the Choir Office. 
 
Please do not call the regular Choir Office phone numbers with non emergency absence requests.   
 
Mandatory Rehearsals 
 
All Final or “Dress” Rehearsals are mandatory.  If you are absent from the Final Rehearsal without 
the prior approval of the Music Director, you will not be able to participate in the associated 
performance. Choristers should therefore not arrive at that concert with an expectation of 
performing.    
 
Tardiness/Early Dismissal 
 
In the interest of child safety, a written note is necessary for late admittance to or early dismissal 
from a rehearsal.  Parents must submit a written excuse for each Tardiness or Early Dismissal.   
Please note that if a chorister is tardy in excess of 30 minutes or more to a specific rehearsal, that 
rehearsal must be made up, since a major portion of the learning will have been missed. 
 
Sore Throats, Colds, and other Illnesses 
 
Sore throats, colds, and flu are a concern for vocalists of any age.  Please keep your chorister 
home if they have a fever, a significant sore throat, a severe cold or cough, or gastrointestinal flu 
symptoms, such as vomiting or diarrhea. Be sure to call the attendance hotline to inform the 
office of the chorister’s absence. 
 
Choristers may return to rehearsals when they are feeling better, have been fever-free for at least 
24 hours, and are attending school again. If they still have some minor symptoms, such as a slight 
runny nose or cough, they may be asked to sit off to one side in rehearsal, rather than in close 
proximity to other choristers. They should be sure to bring a water bottle with them to the 
rehearsal. If they are planning to just listen and watch rehearsal rather than sing, they should 
arrive early and inform the Music Director of this. 
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REHEARSAL PROCEDURES 

 
The following procedures help us achieve the discipline and professionalism for which the San 
Diego Children's Choir is known. They are enforced for the choristers’ safety, to ensure orderly 
rehearsals, and out of respect and courtesy for each other. 
 
Chorister Responsibilities 
 

1. Please bring music folder with all music and a pencil to every rehearsal.  At the end of 
each semester the folder containing all music must be returned to the choir.   

 
2. Please arrive ten minutes before the designated rehearsal time. If necessary, use the 

bathroom and get a drink.  There will be no bathroom breaks during the rehearsal.  Then 
go directly to the rehearsal space and sign in.   

 
3. No food, gum, candy, or drinks are allowed in any rehearsal hall.  Please eat before or 

after your rehearsal and deposit food bags, wrappers, and drink containers in the 
appropriate receptacles outside the hall.  SDCC does not have cleaning staff to clean up 
after every rehearsal day!  You may bring a well-sealed water bottle to rehearsal. 

 
4. Please do not bring electronic listening or gaming devices to rehearsals.  Since our 

complete concentration is needed for effective rehearsals, any such devices found during 
active rehearsal time will be confiscated and may only be retrieved directly from the 
Music Director by making an appointment.  All cell phones must be turned off or muted 
prior to the beginning of rehearsals. 

 
5. You are responsible for obtaining and learning any music that may be covered when you 

are absent.  Please call another chorister (i.e., your “choir buddy”), not the office.  Phone 
numbers for other choristers are available online at www.sdcchoir.org in the internal 
website using the new username and password.  Please see flyer for the username and 
password. 

 
6. Choristers are expected to be neatly groomed and in correct uniforms for all dress 

rehearsals and performances. 
 

7. Do not roam about the church/office property at any time. Students and parents should be 
in the rehearsal area only.  In particular, we need to remember that SDCC is a guest in the 
facilities used in the various branch rehearsal sites.  No students are to be in the Choir 
Office at any time.  

 
8. Choristers are responsible for giving their parent(s) any handouts that are distributed at 

rehearsals. 
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As an SDCC Chorister, you are expected to: 

 •  Try your best at all times. 

 • Watch the conductor at all times. 

 •  Actively participate! 

 •  Use  good singing posture, whether standing or sitting. 

 •  Breathe fully, using your breathing system to its fullest potential. 

 •  Avoid chewing gum or candy at rehearsals or performances.  As a personal safety 

precaution and to facilitate the proper use of the tongue and jaw muscles during 

singing, the chewing of gum or candy during rehearsals or performances WILL 

NOT BE ALLOWED. 

 •  Listen carefully to: 

    i) directions 

   ii) tone quality being produced 

   iii) phrasing within your section 

                                   iii) full choral sound 

•  When your section is not singing, do listen to what the other singers are doing and 

observe them!  Be quiet and attentive when you are not singing and allow others to 

concentrate and do their very best.   

•  Follow the score closely, making an honest attempt at learning to read the 

notation. 

 •  Always sing when your part or section is requested to sing. 

 
Parent Responsibilities 
 

1. Choristers must not be left at the site more than fifteen minutes before their rehearsal 
begins.  Please make sure your chorister is on time for each rehearsal and performance.  
Lateness or absences will affect your child’s membership status.  If a transportation 
problem arises, the parent is expected to arrange a ride with another choir member.  
Phone numbers for other choristers are available online at www.sdcchoir.org in the 
internal website using the new username and password.  Please see flyer for the username 
and password. 

 
2. Choristers must also be picked up promptly at the conclusion of rehearsals.  There is no 

provision for supervision once rehearsal has ended or a performance has concluded, and 
children may not be left at any site unattended.  

 
3. No parents are to be in the Choir Office at any time during rehearsals.  

 
4. Parents and interested members of the community are welcome to observe rehearsals 

quietly from the back of the room.  Please remind any children accompanying you that 
they must also abide by the Choir’s rules for rehearsal behavior.  Parents, please 
remember that all pagers and cell phones should be turned off or muted in rehearsal areas. 

 
5. There are many opportunities to attend choir performances throughout the year and ticket 
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information will be sent home regarding these concerts.  Certain performances during the 
year are private.  This will be noted on the call sheet.  Parents will not be permitted to 
attend private performances. 

 
6. Choristers will be bringing home call sheets for upcoming performances/updates on 

rehearsals/other choir business including fund raising.  Please review the material in their 
music folder after each rehearsal. 

 
7. Please review information in the tuition section on the policies and procedures. 

 
8. Uniforms will vary based upon the chorister’s choir level and gender.  Parents are notified 

upon acceptance to SDCC of the chorister’s uniform and how to get it.  It is the 
responsibility of the parent to make sure all pieces of the uniform, including polo shirts, 
formals, and shoes, fit properly.  A uniform coordinator will be available for assistance. 

 
9. Parents’ Association:  Every parent is automatically a member of the Parents’ 

Association.  The purpose of the Parents’ Association is to: 
 

a. Coordinate the choir’s volunteer social activities 
b. Provide fundraising opportunities for members of the choir. 
c. Allow parents to become informed about choir activities and plans. 
d. Provide a structured mechanism for parents to offer suggestions and/or 

recommendations for the choir, staff, or direction of the choir. 
 

Parent volunteers are essential to the success of the choir and all parents are encouraged 
to contribute 10 volunteer hours per year.  Forms for volunteering are in the registration 
packet and should be completed and returned to the choir office at the time of 
registration.  
   
The Parents’ Association president is a member of the Board of Directors and reports 
regularly to the Board.  Any parent interested in becoming a Board member should 
contact the President of the Board of Directors. 

 
Failure to observe the above rules will result in the Music Director scheduling a conference with 
the chorister and his/her parents.  Persistent problems may result in suspension or dismissal from 
the Choir. 
 
CONCERT DRESS 

 

Just as the choir’s sound is important, so is the choir's appearance.  A well-groomed, neatly 
uniformed choir is essential for a truly professional and artistic experience. 
Good personal hygiene is a must for all Choristers.  Shirts are to be tucked in.  Hair should be 
groomed away from the face and may be fastened with natural [matching hair color] barrettes or 
elastics [no bows, ribbons, scrunchies, or colored barrettes or elastics].  No obvious make-up or 
cosmetics, jewelry, earrings [only stud earrings will be allowed .  A Chorister who fails to dress 
or groom properly for a performance may not be permitted to participate. 



SDCC Handbook 2007-2008 

11 

 
 
 
 
UNIFORM CARE 

 
You will receive detailed instructions as to uniform requirements for each performance/workshop 
through the newsletter.  
  
It is wise to try on the uniform a week before a performance in case any adjustments need to be 
made, as it is possible for choristers to grow significantly throughout the year.  If a chorister 
outgrows his/her uniform during the season, please contact the appropriate uniform 
representative. 
 
 

SHOES 

 
There is a shoe requirements for choristers at each level, in an effort to reinforce safety as well as 
professional appearance standards.  Please see the uniform description sheets for specific details. 
 
In the interest of safety (getting on and off riser formations of various kinds), healthy posture 
(being able to stand for extended periods of time) and effective singing posture (influencing the 
position of the spine, etc.), SDCC insists on choristers using plain, flat black dress shoes for 
formal concert purposes.  No bows, buckles, patent leather, straps, stacked heels or platform 
shoes will be allowed – at any and all choir levels!  Concert and Youth girls wear a black 
“character shoe” that meets the above requirements with a small, less than 1½”, heel. 
 
CHOIR UNIFORMS 
Formal concert uniform information for each level of the choir will be supplied during the first week of 
rehearsals.      
 
All choirs boys and girls:  Casual uniform—White choir polo short sleeve shirt with choir logo, and dark 
blue jeans (jeans must be full length jeans, not torn or embroidered, no “acid wash” or with any markings 
on them.  They may not be capris or excessively “baggy” style jeans).  This casual uniform is worn 
during rehearsals in public and casual performances.  The yellow call sheets for each performance will 
indicate which uniform is to be worn. 
 

www.dennisuniform.com 
SDCC D17 (code) 
 
Dennis Uniforms 
4217 Ponderosa Ave. Ste. D 
San Diego, CA 92123 
858/573-1804 or 888/737-5243 
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PERFORMANCE CODE OF CONDUCT AND PROCEDURES 

 
The San Diego Children’s Choir performs in a wide variety of venues, many of which are high 
profile appearances.  All, however, require professional conduct and polished presentation.  Prior 
to each scheduled performance, choristers receive a concert information sheet.  These yellow call 
sheets provide detailed information about location, time, concert dress requirements, pick-up and 
drop off procedures, and other important items.  Please read each concert information sheet 
carefully.  In addition: 
 
1.  Always eat a nutritious meal, drink lots of water, and get plenty of rest before a concert.  
Choristers may not bring any food, drink, candy, or gum to dress rehearsals or performances.  If 
well-sealed water bottles are allowed, this will be specified in your Concert Information Sheet. 
 
2.  Bring as few personal items (purses, backpacks, etc.) to the performance venue as possible, 
and make them as small as possible.  Do not bring valuables of any kind.  The choir will not be 
responsible for any lost or stolen items. Reading materials such as books may however be useful 
when having to wait in non-public backstage areas between rehearsal periods or performances.  
All cell phones, beepers and electronic devices must be turned off during rehearsals and 
performances. 
 
3.  Plan to arrive ten minutes before the performance call time.  Parents/guardians are required to 
drop off choristers at the location specified in your Concert Information Sheet, and nowhere else. 
 Chaperones will be waiting there to guide choristers to the performance space.  When you reach 
the performance space, immediately check in with your Choir’s Head Chaperone.   If you are 
tardy (arrive after performance call time) without the prior written permission of the Music 
Director, you may not be allowed to participate in the performance.  
 
4.  Always arrive in proper concert dress as listed in the Concert Information Sheet. Choristers 
who are not in complete concert dress will not be allowed to sing.  Complete concert dress 
includes regulation shoes, socks, tights, hairstyles, and jewelry.  All body jewelry except earrings 
must be removed; earrings may be small stud type only.  If choristers use hair coloring, it should 
be noted that only natural-looking hair color would be acceptable on stage; i.e., oranges, blues, 
etc. are not acceptable for SDCC concert purposes.  The Head Chaperone will make all final 
decisions about dress code questions. 
  
5.  Professional conduct is required at all times. Follow the directions of the Music Director and 
chaperones.  Wait quietly in your designated area when your choir is not warming up or 
performing.  Choristers who leave their designated area without a chaperone will not be allowed 
to perform, and may be dismissed or suspended from the Choir.  Choristers, regardless of Choir 
level, may not use restrooms unless accompanied by a chaperone.  Excessive talking or other 
breeches of performance conduct will be handled by the Performance Coordinator and may result 
in dismissal from the performance, and/or suspension or dismissal from the Choir.  
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6.  Know the music. If the Music Director determines that you do not know the music at the Final 
Rehearsal, you will not be allowed to sing in the associated performance.   
 
7.  Know the procedures for illness or other problems that may occur during a performance, and 
always follow the directions of chaperones in an emergency.    
 
8. Parents must sign choristers in and out with a chaperone at all performances.  This rule applies 
to all choristers, except for Youth, who generally are permitted to sign in and out independently.  
Pick-up procedures will be specified in your Concert Information Sheet.  Parents may designate 
an alternate person for release of their chorister, but must notify the choir chaperone at the time 
they drop off their chorister. 
 
9.  Always let a Chaperone know if you are feeling ill.  If you feel ill during a performance, 
quietly sit down. Chaperones are always watching and will help you. 
 
Remember that you represent the San Diego Children's Choir at all times – not only when you 
think you are being formally observed! 
 
CHORISTERS AS AUDIENCE ETIQUETTE 

 
It is important for SDCC choristers to learn about formal concert hall etiquette as they prepare to 
interact with choirs in formal settings in various parts of the globe.  Therefore, everyone’s 
assistance in reinforcing these values is greatly appreciated. 
 
Audience response in the form of applause is a generally accepted practice in formal concert 
venues. 
 
Whistling, shouting and yelling while more than appropriate in sports venues, are considered 
inappropriate in a formal concert venue. 
 
Encouraging smiles on the part of the audience are most helpful, whereas waving at performers is 
very distracting for them. 
 
Please avoid either eating or drinking during a performance in any indoor venues, with the possible 
exception of tightly sealed water bottles.  Outdoor venues tend to have different regulations and 
expectations. 
 
Please remain seated during the entire performance, so as to give the other performers their best 
opportunity to concentrate and focus.  Restroom breaks should be taken during intermission, or in 
an emergency only between performance selections or sets. 
 
Please remember that flash photography can be extremely distracting for a performer who is 
performing into bright stage lights.  In such situations, the audience appears to be ‘blacked out’ 
from the stage.  Therefore, please avoid such photography. 
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HOME STUDY 

 

Practice at home is encouraged.  Practice includes vocal technique exercises, as well as work on 
specific literature.  From time to time specific learning assignments are given involving written 
work or memorization of text and/or music.  Given that choirs meet only once per week, it will 
be important for choristers to review specific pieces of music between rehearsal dates.  
 
Care of Printed Music 
Printed music is very costly and frequently difficult to replace.  Each chorister must assume the 
responsibility of looking after it carefully. 
Please observe the following practices in caring for the music: 

• Please make all markings in the music neatly (allowing the next person to use the music 
the opportunity to read and benefit from your markings). 

 • All markings are to be made in pencil only! 
• Please handle the music with care - avoid folding, rolling, crunching or tearing the 
music. 

 • Do not doodle on the printed music! 
 • Keep all of your music in your Music Folder. 

• Please tape torn music (with invisible tape) as soon as the tear occurs -- certainly before 
the music is returned. 

  
Please Note: Each chorister is responsible for the return of printed music and folders in good 
condition.  The chorister will be billed for any lost or damaged music assigned to her or his 
music folder.   
 
Rationale:  It is very costly and time consuming to replace music, some of which is no longer 
available, or was purchased at a time when prices were considerably lower.  In addition, many 
publishers have minimum order requirements making it impossible to order one or two copies.  
Some publishers charge substantially more for one or two copies than those purchased in bulk.  
Furthermore, there are usually postage/handling costs, which must be paid.  Be aware, therefore, 
that the price you see on the music is not likely to be the replacement cost.  If you have lost 
music, you will be billed according to its replacement cost.  To avoid the hassle, take good care 
of your music--it is VERY precious! 
 
TOUR FUNDRAISING AND TOUR ACCOUNTS 

 

The San Diego Children’s Choir Parents’ Association provides fund raising opportunities for 
choristers to earn money for going on tour. Choristers may start earning money as soon as they 
join the choir, even though they may not go on tour until they reach an advanced level. All 
monies earned by a chorister are kept in his or her designated fund account until requested in 

writing to be used for payment towards a tour. Money raised may only be used for Choir 
tours, and may never be withdrawn for any other reason. Money earned by a chorister is only for 
use by that particular child; it is not transferable to any other chorister. Many times, the entire 
payment for a summer tour will be due by early spring; only fundraising money already earned by 
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that deadline may be applied to that particular tour. Any money raised after the payment deadline 
will be held in the chorister’s account for future tours. If a chorister withdraws from the choir, or 
graduates from the choir, all money in their tour account will automatically go into the Parents’ 
Association’s General Account, which is used to benefit all choristers going on tour. The 
Parents’ Association also does fundraising for this General Account. This money has been used 
in the past to pay for tour scholarships, to lower the cost of tours for all choristers, to provide for 
buses to transport choristers to airports outside the San Diego area, and to help pay for 
unexpected tour costs. 
 
MUSIC DIRECTOR 

 

The Music Director, oversees the musical aspects of the organization, and is responsible for all 
choirs.  Individual problems and concerns of parents and members with regard to the Choir 
Program should be discussed with the Music Director. 
 
If you need to speak with the Music Director please call the office to make either a telephone or 
personal appointment. You may also email the Music Director via www.sdcchoir.org.  
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
A Board of Directors governs the San Diego Children’s Choir and oversees the management 
of the Choir.  The President of the Parents’ Association is a member of the Board of Directors. 
 
Additional information about both boards may be found on the SDCC website: 
www.sdcchoir.org 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 

 
The choir depends on the enthusiastic and committed support of all of its members to make its 
many noteworthy accomplishments possible.  One member or subgroup alone is not able to make 
these developmental opportunities available to our children.  By its very nature, our choir is a 
community of singers, parents and professionals who work together for a common purpose.  
There must always be a clear understanding on the part of the choristers, chaperones, and parents, 
that participation in a choir is a group activity.  In order for the true benefit to be realized by the 
choir and individual choristers, individual interests frequently will be subservient to the needs of 
the whole.  The fundamental principle guiding all decisions must always be the good of the 
whole choir.  It is important to foster a sense of team effort in which all are united in a common 
goal.  This premise guides our growth musically and financially and creates a supportive 
atmosphere in which we all can flourish.  The development of a strong community of workers 
can accomplish great things.  We believe that this is an important life-skill taught through the 
choral experience.   


